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Federal Guidelines and Standards

Recently, it has been brought to the
attention of the Division of State Police
that some agencies have been including
capias arrests under  the classification
of “All Other Offenses” (Code 26) on
UCR Arrest Reports. Through this
investigative reporting it was discovered
that it is necessary to reiterate the crime
reporting methodology used when
scoring  arrest data:

Persons arrested for other jurisdictions
should not be scored on returns.  The
agency for whom the arrest is made will
count the arrest, and thus duplication in
counting will be avoided.

The above listed reporting rule is stated
in the  Uniform Crime Reporting
Handbook, published by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation  on Page 60 in
the section entitled, Preparation of the
Arrest Forms.

Please  be sure that this rule is followed
when collecting UCR data.  The purpose
for the rules and guidelines for reporting
crime is to accurately depict the nature
and volume of crime in a particular
community, not to claim to take credit for
a number of investigations, arrests, etc.

The accuracy of the data assembled
under this program depends on the
sincere effort exerted by each
contributor to meet the necessary
standards of report.  

Crime in Rhode Island, 1999

It is anticipated that the 42nd edition of
the Crime in Rhode Island publication
will be available the latter part of this
month.  One copy will be distributed to
each law enforcement agency, should
you require additional copies, please fax
a written request to 444-1040 or e-mail
Linda@risp.state.ri.us.  

National Incident Based Reporting
System (NIBRS)

The Division of State Police is applying
for funds through the Crime
Identification Technology Act (CITA)
offered by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics  to convert to a NIBRS
reporting system as opposed to
summary based.  

NIBRS moves beyond aggregate
statistics and raw counts of crimes and
arrests that comprise the summary UCR
program to individual records for each
reported crime incident and its
associated arrest.  NIBRS looks at
detailed offense, offender, victim,
property, and arrest data.  In addition to
changing the fundamental reporting
structure underlying crime and arrest
information, NIBRS collects offense and
arrest data on 22 crime categories,
spanning 46 offenses (as compared to
the 8 UCR index offenses), and
additional offenses for which only arrest
information is reported.  The
requirements for compatibility with
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NIBRS can be found at
http://www.fbi.gov/publish/nibrs/nibrs.htm

Over 33 Rhode Island law enforcement
agencies have the capability to convert
to NIBRS; while the remaining agencies
have expressed a strong interest in
converting.
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The Uniform Crime Reporting Newsletter is
published periodically by the Rhode Island

State Police, Uniform Crime Reporting Unit.
The State UCR Unit welcomes your comments

and suggestions.
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